we were both putting our backs into learning English,
wre almost devoured his two novels, The Rains Came and
Night in Bombay. I don't think it's exaggerating to say
that M. and I learned the elements of American literary
English out of those two books."

5 "After dinner I was the guest of Marlene Dietrich
and her husband Rudy Sieber at the Hotel Croydon. Un-
expectedly Marlene sent down to the storage room for
one of her innumerable trunks. She gave away the entire
contents of the trunk to us guests. It was full of beautiful
French things. I got a Paris hat of Marlene's, and a whole
set of green Paris costume j ewelry. They gave a big leather
briefcase to me to take to M., who was not there. I can-
not imagine how so masculine an object should have come
among all the feminine things in Marlene's trunk."

5 "Company at Leonard Lyons'. His wife Sylvia is a
witty and sweet person. They have three healthy young
sons. There were a lot of other guests: the John Stein-
becks, the Oscar Levants, Orson Welles, Gabriel Pascal;
later came Jimmy Cannon, the sports writer, Louis Gal-
hern, the excellent actor, Bill Mauldin, the G.I. cartoon-
ist, Artie Shaw and his wife Kathleen Winsor (who wrote
Forever Amber}, Erich Maria Remarque, and so forth.
We saw a television receiver. It was Joe Louis, the world
heavyweight champion, fighting. But before this, during
dinner, Leonard Lyons projected on the wall a i6mm.

244th of us. Whenust suffer and struggle
